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Investigating the Pharmacognostic Potential of Indian Terminalia 
Spp. in the Treatment and Prevention of Yersiniosis

ABSTRACT
Introduction: Yersinia enterocolitica is a major cause of food poisoning 
through contaminated meat products, causing the acute gastrointestinal 
disease yersiniosis. Many Terminalia spp. have documented therapeutic 
properties as general antiseptics, inhibiting the growth of a wide variety 
of bacterial species. Despite this, Indian Terminalia spp. extracts have 
not been tested for the ability to inhibit the growth of Y. enterocolitica. 
Methods: T. arjuna, T. catappa and T. chebula extracts were extracted by 
maceration and the extracts were investigated by disc diffusion assay for 
growth inhibitory activity against a clinical strain of Y. enterocolitica. The 
MIC values of the extracts were determined to quantify and compare their 
efficacies. Toxicity was determined using the Artemia franciscana nauplii  
bioassay. Results: T. chebula fruit extracts displayed potent growth inhibitory  
activity in the disc diffusion assay against Y. enterocolitica.  The methanolic 
and ethyl acetate T. chebula fruit extracts were particularly potent growth 
inhibitors, with MIC values of 85 and 64 µg/mL respectively. The aqueous 
fruit extract also displayed good growth inhibitory activity against Y. entero-
colitica, albeit with a higher MIC value (653 µg/mL). The T. arjuna branch 
extract was moderately active (3000 µg/mL). All other extracts were either 

low efficacy, or completely devoid of growth inhibitory activity. All Indian 
Terminalia spp. extracts were nontoxic (LC50 values <1000 µg/mL) in the 
Artemia franciscana bioassay. Conclusions: The lack of toxicity and the  
potent growth inhibitory bioactivity of the T. chebula extracts against  
Y. enterocolitica indicates their potential as medicinal agents in the treatment 
and prevention of yersiniosis. 
Keywords: Terminalia arjuna, Terminalia catappa, Terminalia chebula, Yersinia 
enterocolitica, Enterobacteriaceae, antibacterial activity, food poisoning, 
Ayurveda.
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INTRODUCTION
The genus Yersinia (Y.) contains more than a dozen validly described 
species1 of facultative anaerobes widespread within the environment. 
Members of the genus are also widely-associated with animal populations.  
Many of these bacteria are clinically significant as they can be pathogenic 
to humans. The zoonotic nature of these bacteria poses a unique set of 
challenges in the treatment and prevention of associated disease as they  
can persist in non-human hosts until they opportunistically infect  
susceptible people. Diseases caused by Yersinia spp. vary in severity and 
mortality, ranging from the highly devastating bubonic and pneumonic 
plagues (Yersinia pestis) to the gastrointestinal-distressing yersiniosis 
(Yersinia enterocolitica).2

Yersinosis is an acute gastrointestinal infection responsible for over 
100,000 cases of illness annually in the United States.3 Typically charac-
terized by combinations of abdominal pain, fever or diarrhoea, infection 
commonly originates from the ingestion of contaminated food or water.  
Indeed, approximately 90% of all reported cases originate from food/
water sources.4 Prevention is further complicated as Y. enterocolitica can  
grow at 4 oC and thus refrigeration does not provide sufficient protection  
from illness.5 Though rarely life-threatening, the economic drain caused 
through temporary incapacitation from yersiniosis means that the probing  
for effective treatment strategies is of particular importance. One such 
strategy involves utilizing natural resources such as plants with docu-
mented antibacterial capabilities. Therefore, these relatively untapped 
reservoirs may provide novel treatment options for yersiniosis. 
Terminalia is one of the most useful genera of therapeutic plants globally.  
The genus consists of approximately 200-250 species of flowering trees, 
many of which have uses in several traditional medicinal systems.6 
Whilst numerous therapeutic properties are known for Terminalia spp., 
the antibacterial activity has been particularly well reported.  Extracts 
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prepared from the fruit of the Australian species Terminalia ferdinan-
diana (Kakadu plum) have potent growth inhibitory activity against an 
extensive panel of pathogens including bacteria associated diarrhoea and  
dysentery7 as well as the bacterial triggers of rheumatoid arthritis  
(Proteus mirabilis)8 and multiple sclerosis (Acinetobacter baylyi and 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa).7 Leaf extracts from the same species have also 
been shown to inhibit growth of the same bacteria, as well as a microbial  
trigger of ankylosing spondylitis (Klebsiella pneumoniae).8 Similarly, 
African Terminalia spp. have also been shown to be effective bacterial 
growth inhibitors. Terminalia stenostachya and Terminalia spinosa have 
strong antibacterial activity against a broad spectrum of medicinally  
important bacteria including several Mycobacterium spp., Enterococcus  
faecalis, Staphylococcus aureus, Vibrio cholera, Bacillus anthracis,  
K. pneumoniae, Salmonella typhi, P. aeruginosa and Escherichia coli.9  
Recent studies have demonstrated the growth inhibitory activity of  
Terminalia sericea and Terminalia prunioides against pathogenic10-12 and 
food spoilage bacteria.13

The Indian Terminalia spp. are used in several traditional medicinal 
systems (including, Ayurveda Siddha and Unani) and their therapeutic 
uses have been extensively documented. Many of the Indian Terminalia 
spp. are used to treat various diseases (Table 1) and numerous recent 
investigations have reported on their antimicrobial properties. Leaf and 
branch extracts of Terminalia arjuna have antibacterial activity against 
a wide panel of microbes.14,15 Terminalia chebula has traditional uses 
in Ayurveda for the treatment of numerous diseases and conditions16 
and has potent antibacterial activity.14 A recent study even highlighted  
their potential in the prevention and treatment of the endospore  
forming bacterium Bacillus anthracis.27 Terminalia alata, Terminalia  
bellirica and Terminalia catappa also have broad spectrum antibacterial 
activity.15 However, despite the relative wealth of antibacterial studies for  
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the Indian Terminalia spp., there is a lack of studies screening Terminalia 
spp. for the ability to inhibit Y. enterocolitica growth, and thus their ther-
apeutic value for the prevention and treatment of yersiniosis. This study 
was undertaken to examine the ability of selected Indian Terminalia spp.  
with extensive usage in Ayurvedic medicine for the ability to inhibit  
Y. enterocolitica growth.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Plant source and extraction
The Terminalia chebula Retz. (fruit), Terminalia arjuna Roxb. Wight  
& Arn. (branch) and Terminalia catappa L. (fruit) plant materials utilized  
in this study were provided by Dr. Paran Rayan, Griffith University. 
Voucher samples of all plant specimens are deposited at the School of  
Natural Sciences, Griffith University. The plant materials were thoroughly  
desiccated in a Sunbeam food dehydrator and the dried materials stored 
at -30oC. Prior to usage, the materials were thawed and ground into a 
coarse powder. Individual 1 g amounts of the material were then weighed 
into separate tubes and 50 mL of deionised water, methanol, chloroform, 
hexane or ethyl acetate were added. All solvents used were analytical-
reagent grade and were obtained from Ajax (Australia). The ground 
plant materials were separately extracted in each solvent for 24 hours 
at 4 oC through gentle shaking. The extracts were then filtered through 
filter paper (Whatman No. 54) under vacuum, followed by drying by  
rotary evaporation in an Eppendorf concentrator 5301. The resulting  
extracts were weighed and suspended in 10 mL sterilized deionised water 
containing 1 % DMSO.

Qualitative phytochemical studies
Phytochemical analysis of the extracts was achieved as previously  
described [20, 21] and used to determine the presence of triterpenoids, 
saponins, cardiac glycosides, tannins, phytosteroids, phenolic compounds, 
flavonoids, anthraquinones, and alkaloids.

Antibacterial screening
Clinical Yersinia enterocolitica strain
The clinical isolate strain of Yersinia enterocolitica used in this study was 
supplied by Ms. Jane Gifkins of the School of Natural Sciences Griffith 
University, Australia. All growth studies were performed using nutrient 
agar (Oxoid Ltd., Australia) under aerobic conditions. Incubation was at 
30 oC and the stock culture was subcultured and maintained in nutrient 
broth at 4 oC. 

Evaluation of antimicrobial activity
Antimicrobial activity of all plant extracts was determined using a modified 
disc diffusion assay.22, 23 Briefly, 100 µL of Y. enterocolitica was grown in  
10 mL of fresh nutrient broth until they reached a count of ~108 cells/mL.  
Volumes of 100 µL of the bacterial suspension were spread onto nutrient  
agar plates and tested for antibacterial activity using 5 mm sterilised  
filter paper discs. Discs were impregnated with 10 µL of Terminalia spp. 
extracts, allowed to dry and placed onto inoculated plates. The plates 
were left at 4 °C for 2 h before incubation at 30 °C for 24 h. The diameters 
of the inhibition zones were measured to the closest whole millimetre. 
Each assay was performed in at least triplicate. Mean values (± SD) are 
reported in this study. Standard discs of chloramphenicol (10 µg) were 
obtained from Oxoid (Australia) and were used as positive controls to 
compare antibacterial activity. Filter discs impregnated with 10 µL of 
distilled water (containing 1% DMSO) and used as a negative control.

Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) determination
The minimum inhibitory concentrations (MIC) of each plant extract 
was determined as previously described.24,25 Briefly, each individual 
plant extract was diluted in deionised water and tested across a decreasing  
concentration gradient. Discs were impregnated with 10 µL of the  
extract dilutions, allowed to dry and placed onto plates inoculated with 
Y. enterocolitica. The assay was performed in triplicate as outlined above 
and graphs of the zone of inhibition versus concentration were plotted. 
Linear ln regression was utilized to determine MIC values.

Toxicity screening
Reference toxin for toxicity screening
Potassium dichromate (K2Cr2O7) (AR grade, Chem-Supply, Australia) 
was prepared in sterilized deionized water (4 mg/mL) and serially diluted 
in artificial seawater for use in the Artemia franciscana nauplii bioassay. 

Artemia franciscana nauplii toxicity screening
Toxicity of all extracts were determined using an adapted Artemia  
franciscana nauplii lethality assay.26,27 Briefly, 400 µL of seawater containing  
~43 (mean 43.2, n = 155, SD 14.5) A. franciscana nauplii were added to 
wells of a 48 well plate and immediately used in the bioassay. Volumes of 
400 µL of reference toxin or the diluted plant extracts were transferred 
to the wells and incubated at 25 ± 1 °C under artificial light (1000 Lux).  
Negative controls (400 µL seawater) and all test treatments were run in 
triplicate for each plate. The wells were monitored at regular intervals 

Table 1: The medicinal usage, common names and known constituents of the Indian Terminalia species investigated in this study.

Plant Species
Part Utilized in 

This Study
Common Name/s Traditional Medicinal Uses Known Constituents References

Terminalia 
chebula fruit

Chebulic 
Myroblan, 

Black Myroblan, 
Haritaki, Inknut

Used externally to treat fungal infections and 
cutaneous wounds and in the prevention of 

inflammation of the mucosal membrane of the 
mouth. Used internally as a laxative and is known 

for its purgative effects. Known to have uses in 
the treatment of asthma and coughs.  

Terflavin B and chebulinic 
acid 6

Terminalia 
arjuna branch Arjuna, Koha, 

White Marudah

Treatment of cardiovascular disorders as well as 
anti-inflammatory properties. Known to aid in 
the elimination of cholesterol. Also an analgesic 

and an antioxidant.

Triterpenoids, flavonoids, 
tannins, gallic and 

ellagic acid, sitosterol, 
proanthocyanidins

6

Terminalia 
catappa fruit

Indian almond, 
tropical almond, 

umbrella tree

Therapeutic effects for liver related diseases, 
anticancer activity as well as effective in 

the blocking of HIV reverse transcriptase. 
Additionally known to have antidiabetic benefits.

Flavonoids (including 
kaempferol, quercetin), 
tannins, saponins and 

phytosterols

6
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and the number of dead were counted.  The nauplii were classified as 
dead if no movement was detected within 10 seconds.  After 24 h, all 
nauplii were sacrificed and counted to determine the total % mortality 
per well.  The LC50 with 95% confidence limits for each treatment was 
determined using probit analysis. 

Statistical analysis
Data is expressed as the mean ± SD of at least three independent  
experiments.

RESULTS

Liquid extraction yields and qualitative phytochemical 
screening 
Extractions of 1 g of various dried Terminalia spp. materials with various  
solvents resulted in dried plant extracts ranging from 22 to 144 mg  
(T. arjuna branch extracts), 62 to 634 mg (T. chebula fruit extracts) and 
144 to 447 mg (T. catappa fruit extracts) (Table 1). Methanolic and aqueous  

T. chebula extracts provided considerably greater yields of extracted  
material relative to the ethyl acetate, chloroform and hexane counter-
parts. Interestingly, the opposite trend was evident for the T. catappa 
fruit extracts, with the lower polarity chloroform and hexane extracts 
yielding higher masses of extracted material than in the higher polarity 
extracts. Substantially lower yields were recorded in all T. arjuna branch  
extracts. The dried extracts were resuspended in 10 mL of deionised  
water (containing 1 % DMSO), resulting in the concentrations presented 
in Table 2.
Qualitative phytochemical studies showed that the aqueous and metha-
nolic extracts generally had a wide range of phytochemicals (Table 2). 
All Terminalia spp. generally contained substantial levels of phenolics, 
especially water soluble phenolics. Additionally, these extracts generally 
resulted in high levels of tannins and flavonoids and moderate to high 
levels of saponins. Similarly, the ethyl acetate extracts had comparable 
phytochemical profiles to the methanolic and aqueous counterparts. 
However, most classes of compounds were present in low abundances.  
Conversely, the hexane and chloroform extracts of most of the Terminalia 

Table 2:  The mass of dried extracted material, the concentration after resuspension in deionised water and qualitative phytochemical screenings of the plant 
extracts.
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CFW 438 43.8 +++     +++ +++ - +++ - - - - +++ +++ ++ -

CFM 634 63.4 +++     +++ +++ - +++ - - - - +++ +++ ++ -

CFC 93 9.3 + - - - - - - - - + - - -

CFH 104 10.4 - - - - - - - - - - - ++ -

CFE 62 6.2 +++     ++ + - - - - - - +++ +++ - -

ABW 144 14.4 ++     +++ +++ - ++ - - - - +++ +++ +++ -

ABM 40 4 ++     +++ +++ - +++ - - - - +++ +++ +++ -

ABC 92 9.2 + + - - - - - - - - + - -

ABH 136 13.6 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ABE 22 2.2 + - - - - - - - - + + - -

PFW 144 14.4 +++       +++ ++ + ++ - - ++ ++ ++ +++ - -

PFM 231 23.1 +++       +++ ++ + - - - + ++ ++ +++ - -

PFC 434 43.4 + + - + - - - - - + + - -

PFH 447 44.7 + + - - - - - - - - + - -

PFE 353 35.3 + + - - - - - - - + + - -

+++ indicates a large response; ++ indicates a moderate response; + indicates a minor response; - indicates no response in the assay. CFW = T. chebula aqueous fruit 
extract; CFM = T. chebula methanolic fruit extract; CFC = T. chebula chloroform fruit extract; CFH = T. chebula hexane fruit extract; CFE = T. chebula ethyl acetate fruit 
extract; ABW = T. arjuna aqueous branch extract; ABM = T. arjuna methanolic branch extract; ABC = T. arjuna chloroform branch extract; ABH = T. arjuna hexane 
branch extract; ABE = T. arjuna ethyl acetate branch extract; PFW = T. catappa aqueous fruit extract; PFM = T. catappa methanolic fruit extract; PFC = T. catappa 
chloroform fruit extract; PFH = T. catappa hexane fruit extract; PFE = T. catappa ethyl acetate fruit extract.
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spp. typically only had low to moderate levels of phenolics, tannins and  
flavonoids and were mostly devoid of detectable levels of the other  
phytochemical classes.

Antimicrobial activity
To determine the ability of the Terminalia spp. fruit and branch extracts 
to prevent Y. enterocolitica growth, 10 µL of each extract was screened 
using a disc diffusion assay. Bacterial growth inhibition was evident in 
9 of the 15 extracts screened (60%) (Figure 1). The T. chebula aqueous, 
methanolic and ethyl acetate extracts were the most potent inhibitors of 
growth (as judged by zone of inhibition), with inhibitory zones of 19.7 
± 0.6, 24 ± 1.0 and 21.3 ± 0.6 mm respectively. These are significantly 
better inhibition than the chloramphenicol control (10 µg), which had 
an inhibitory zone of 9 ± 0.6 mm. Similarly, all T. catappa extracts tested  
had comparable Y. enterocolitica growth inhibition to the chloramphenicol  
control. Of these, the aqueous T. catappa proved the most effective  
extract, with an inhibitory zone of 12 ± 1.7 mm. The antimicrobial  
efficacy was further quantified by determining the MIC values (Table 3). 
The T. chebula extracts were the most potent inhibitors of Y. enterocolitica  
growth, with MIC values of 653, 85 and 64 μg/mL for the aqueous, 
methanolic and ethyl acetate extracts respectively (~0.6-6.5 μg infused 
into the disc). The T. arjuna methanolic extract showed low to moderate  
activity (3000 μg/mL). All other extracts were inactive, with MIC > 
10,000 μg/mL.

Quantification of toxicity
All extracts were initially screened in the assay at 2000 µg/mL (Figure 2). 
Potassium dichromate was also tested as a reference toxin in the bioassay.  
Potassium dichromate was rapid in its induction of mortality, with nauplii  
death evident within the first 3 h of exposure and 100 % mortality  
evident within 4-5 h (unpublished results). The methanolic and aqueous 
extracts of all Terminalia spp. displayed apparent toxicity in the Artemia 
nauplii bioassay, with ≥50% mortality rates at 24 h. The mortality for 
all other extracts were not significantly different to that observed in the  
seawater control.

Figure 1: Growth inhibitory activity of T. ferdinandiana plant extracts  
against the Y. enterocolitica clinical isolate measured as zones of  
inhibition (mm). CFW = T. chebula aqueous fruit extract; CFM =  
T. chebula methanolic fruit extract; CFC = T. chebula chloroform fruit 
extract; CFH = T. chebula hexane fruit extract; CFE = T. chebula ethyl  
acetate fruit extract; ABW = T. arjuna aqueous branch extract;  
ABM = T. arjuna methanolic branch extract; ABC = T. arjuna chloroform 
branch extract; ABH = T. arjuna hexane branch extract; ABE = T. arjuna 
ethyl acetate branch extract; PFW = T. catappa aqueous fruit extract; 
PFM = T. catappa methanolic fruit extract; PFC = T. catappa chloroform 
fruit extract; PFH = T. catappa hexane fruit extract; PFE = T. catappa 
ethyl acetate fruit extract; CHL = chloramphenicol (10 µg). Results are 
expressed as mean zones of inhibition ± SD.

Table 3: Minimum inhibitory concentration (µg/mL) of the plant extracts and 
LC50 values (µg/mL) in the Artemia nauplii bioassay.

Extract MIC (µg/mL) LC50 (µg/mL)

CFW 653 2246

CFM 85 1883

CFC  - -

CFH  - -

CFE 64 -

ABW  - 2094

ABM 3000 1683

ABC  - -

ABH  - -

ABE  - -

PFW >10000 1873

PFM >10000 1452

PFC >10000 -

PFH >10000 -

PFE >10000 -

Numbers indicate the mean MIC and LC50 values of triplicate determinations. - 
indicates no bacterial growth inhibition was evident, or that an LC50 value could  
not be obtained as the mortality did not reach 50% for any dose tested. CFW =  
T. chebula aqueous fruit extract; CFM = T. chebula methanolic fruit extract; CFC =  
T. chebula chloroform fruit extract; CFH = T. chebula hexane fruit extract; CFE =  
T. chebula ethyl acetate fruit extract; ABW = T. arjuna aqueous branch extract; 
ABM = T. arjuna methanolic branch extract; ABC = T. arjuna chloroform branch 
extract; ABH = T. arjuna hexane branch extract; ABE = T. arjuna ethyl acetate 
branch extract; PFW = T. catappa aqueous fruit extract; PFM = T. catappa metha-
nolic fruit extract; PFC = T. catappa chloroform fruit extract; PFH = T. catappa 
hexane fruit extract; PFE = T. catappa ethyl acetate fruit extract.

Figure 2: The lethality of the Australian plant extracts (2000 µg/mL) and 
the potassium dichromate (1000 µg/mL) and seawater controls towards 
Artemia franciscana nauplii after 24 hours exposure. CFW = T. chebula  
aqueous fruit extract; CFM = T. chebula methanolic fruit extract; CFC =  
T. chebula chloroform fruit extract; CFH = T. chebula hexane fruit extract; 
CFE = T. chebula ethyl acetate fruit extract; ABW = T. arjuna aqueous  
branch extract; ABM = T. arjuna methanolic branch extract; ABC =  
T. arjuna chloroform branch extract; ABH = T. arjuna hexane branch 
extract; ABE = T. arjuna ethyl acetate branch extract; PFW = T. catappa  
aqueous fruit extract; PFM = T. catappa methanolic fruit extract; PFC =  
T. catappa chloroform fruit extract; PFH = T. catappa hexane fruit extract; 
PFE = T. catappa ethyl acetate fruit extract. PC = potassium dichromate 
control; NC = negative (seawater) control. Results are expressed as 
mean % mortality ± SD.
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To further enumerate the effect of toxin concentration on the induction 
of mortality, the extracts were serially diluted in artificial seawater to test  
across a range of concentrations in the Artemia nauplii bioassay. Table 2 
shows the LC50 values of the extracts towards A. franciscana. No LC50 
values are reported for the chloroform, hexane or ethyl acetate extracts 
of any Terminalia spp. as ≤50% mortality was seen across concentrations 
tested. All other extracts were deemed nontoxic as they yielded LC50 
values significantly greater than 1000 μg/mL following 24 h exposure. 
Extracts with LC50 values of ≥1000 μg/mL towards Artemia nauplii are 
deemed to be nontoxic as previously reported [28].

DISCUSSION
Terminalia spp. have been used for a broad range of medicinal purposes  
by traditional healers from a wide variety of ethnic and cultural groupings.  
The best documented of these are the traditional Indian medicinal systems,  
particularly the Ayurveda. Ayurvedic practitioners utilise various Terminalia  
spp. for a wide variety of medicinal purposes including abdominal and 
back pain, coughs and colds, conjunctivitis, diarrhoea and dysentery, 
fever, headache, heart disorders, inflammation, leprosy, pneumoniae, 
sexually transmitted diseases, worms, wounds, haemorrhages, ulcers,  
and as a general tonic.6 Many of these diseases are caused by microbial  
pathogens, indicating the potential of these plants as antimicrobial 
agents. Indeed, recent investigations have reported on their antibacterial  
properties of several Indian Terminalia spp. extracts prepared from several  
parts of T. arjuna have antibacterial activity against a wide panel of  
microbes.6, 16, 17 T. chebula is also used in Ayurvedic medicine for the 
treatment of numerous microbial diseases and conditions6,18 and displays 
potent antibacterial activity against a panel of microbes.16 T. catappa has 
also been reported to have broad spectrum antibacterial activity.17 
The growth inhibitory activity of the T. chebula extracts against Y. entero-
colitica is particularly noteworthy for the development of future antibiotic  
chemotherapeutics against the gastrointestinal disease yersiniosis. Potent 
Y. enterocolitica growth inhibitory activity was evident in the T. chebula 
fruit extracts. The methanolic and ethyl acetate extracts were the most 
potent growth inhibitors, with MIC values substantially <100 µg/mL.
Whilst an examination of the phytochemistry of the Terminalia spp. was  
beyond the scope of our study, a commonality of this genus is their  
relatively high levels of a number of tannin components including exifone  
(4-galloylpyrogallol), ellagic acid dehydrate, trimethyl ellagic acid,  
chebulic acid, corilagen, castalagin and chebulagic acid.6,8-10  Gallotannins  
have been reported to inhibit the growth of a broad spectrum of bacterial 
species29 through a variety of mechanisms including binding cell surface  
molecules including lipoteichoic acid and proline-rich cell surface  
proteins,30,31 and by inhibiting glucosyltransferase enzymes.32 Ellagitannins  
have also been reported to exert antibacterial activity via several mecha-
nisms including interaction with cytoplasmic oxidoreductases and by 
disrupting bacterial cell walls.29, 31 

It is likely that other phytochemical classes also contribute to the growth 
inhibitory properties of these extracts. Our qualitative phytochemical 
screening studies indicate that polyphenolics, flavonoids, saponins, and 
terpenes were present in most Terminalia spp. extracts. Terpenoids have 
been previously reported to have potent broad spectrum antibacterial 
activity33 and therefore may contribute to the inhibitory activity against  
S. pyogenes. Many studies have also reported potent antibacterial activities  
for a wide variety of flavonoids.34 Further phytochemical evaluation 
studies and bioactivity driven isolation of active components is required 
to further evaluate the mechanism of Y. enterocolitica growth inhibition.
Importantly, our findings also demonstrate that the Indian Terminalia 
spp. extracts tested in our study were nontoxic towards Artemia franciscana 
nauplii, with LC50 values substantially > 1000 µg/mL. Extracts with LC50  
values > 1000 µg/mL towards Artemia nauplii are defined as being  

nontoxic.28 Whilst our preliminary toxicity studies indicate that these  
extracts may be safe for use as Y. enterocolitica growth inhibitors, studies  
using human cell lines are required to further evaluate the efficacy of 
these extracts. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We are grateful to Dr Paran Rayan for supplying the plant specimens 
used in this study. Financial support for this work was provided by the  
Environmental Futures Research Institute and the School of Natural  
Sciences, Griffith University, Australia. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
The authors report no conflicts of interest.

ABBREVIATIONS
DMSO: Dimethyl sulfoxide
LC50: The concentration required to achieve 50 % mortality
MIC: minimum inhibitory concentration

REFERENCES
1. Tan SY, Dutta A, Jakubovics NS, Ang MY, et al. YersiniaBase: a genomic  

resource and analysis platform for comparative analysis of Yersinia. BMC  
Bioinformatics. 2015: 16(9); 1-13. DOI: 10.1186/s12859-014-0422-y

2. Wright MH, Arnold MSJ, Aldosary H, et al. Bioactive constituents of Terminalia 
ferdinandiana Exell: A pharmacognistic approach towards the prevention and 
treatment of yersiniosis. Pharmacognosy Communications. 2016; 6(3): 152-63. 
DOI: 10.5530/pc.2016.3.5

3. Ong KL, Gould LH, Chen DL. Changing epidemiology of Yersinia enterocolitica  
infections: markedly decreased rates in young black children, Foodborne  
Diseases Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet), 1996-2009. Clinical Infectious 
Diseases. 2012; 54(S5): S385-90. DOI: 10.1093/cid/cis053

4. Bhaduri S, Wesley IV, Bush EJ. Prevalence of pathogenic Yersinia enterocolitica 
strains in pigs in the United States. Applied and Environmental Microbiology 
2005; 71(11): 7117-21.

5. Jiang GC, Kang DH, Fung DY. Enrichment procedures and plating media for 
isolation of Yersinia enterocolitica. Journal of Food Protection. 2000; 63(11): 
1483-6.

6. Cock IE. The medicinal properties and phytochemistry of plants of the genus 
Terminalia (Combretaceae). Inflammopharmacology 2015; 23(5): 203-29. DOI 
10.1007/s10787-015-0246-z

7. Cock IE, Mohanty S. Evaluation of the antibacterial activity and toxicity of  
Terminalia ferdinandiana fruit extracts. Pharmacognosy Journal 2011; 3(20): 72-9. 
DOI: 10.5530/pj.2011.20.14

8. Sirdaarta J, Matthews B, Cock IE. Kakadu plum fruit extracts inhibit growth of  
the bacterial triggers of rheumatoid arthritis: Identification of stilbene and  
tannin components. Journal of Functional Foods 2015; 17: 610-20. DOI: 
10.1016/j.jff.2015.06.019

9. Sirdaarta J, Matthews B, White A, et al. GC-MS and LC-MS analysis of Kakadu 
plum fruit extracts displaying inhibitory activity against microbial triggers of 
multiple sclerosis. Pharmacognosy Communications 2015; 5(2): 100-15. DOI: 
10.5530/pc.2015.2.2

10. Courtney R, Sirdaarta J, Matthews B, et al. Tannin components and inhibitory  
activity of Kakadu plum leaf extracts against microbial triggers of autoimmune  
inflammatory diseases. Pharmacognosy Journal 2015; 7(1): 18-31. DOI: 10.5530/ 
pj.2015.7.2

11. Mbwambo ZH, Erasto P, Nondo RO, et al. Antibacterial and cytotoxic activities 
of Terminalia stenostachya and Terminalia spinosa. Tanzania Journal of Health 
Research 2011; 13 (2): 1-8.

12. Cock IE, van Vuuren SF. Anti-Proteus activity of some South African medicinal 
plants: Their potential for the prevention of rheumatoid arthritis. Inflammophar-
macology 2014; 22: 23-36. DOI 10.1007/s10787-013-0179-3

13. Cock IE, van Vuuren SF. The potential of selected South African plants with anti-
Klebsiella activity for the treatment and prevention of ankylosing spondylitis. 
Inflammopharmacology 2015; 23(1): 21-35. DOI: 10.1007/s10787-014-0222-z

14. Cock IE, van Vuuren SF. A comparison of the antimicrobial activity and toxicity of 
six Combretum and two Terminalia species from Southern Africa.  Pharmacognosy  
Magazine 2015; 11(4): 208-18. DOI 10.4103/0973-1296.149740

15. Cock IE, van Vuuren SF. South African food and medicinal plant extracts as 
potential antimicrobial agents. Journal of Food Science and Technology 2015; 
52(11): 6879-99. DOI: 10.1007/s13197-015-1806-3



Wright et al.:Pharmacognostic Potential of Indian Terminalia spp 

Pharmacognosy Communications, Vol 7, Issue 3, Jul-Sep, 2017 113

16. Aneja KR, Sharma C, Joshi R. Antimicrobial activity of Terminalia arjuna Wight & 
Arn: An ethnomedicinal plant against pathogens causing ear infection. Brazilian 
Journal of Otorhinolaryngology 2012; 78 (1): 68-74.

17. Shinde SL, Junne SB, Wadje SS, et al. The diversity of antibacterial compounds 
of Terminalia species (Combretaceae). Pakistan Journal of Biological Sciences 
2009; 12 (22): 1483-6.

18. Wright MH, Courtney R, Greene AC, et al. Growth inhibitory activity of Indian 
Terminalia spp. against the zoonotic bacterium Bacillus anthracis. Pharmacog-
nosy Journal 2016; 6(1): 2-9. DOI: 10.5530/pc.2016.1.2

19. Kim HG, Cho JH, Jeong EY, et al. Growth-inhibiting activity of active component 
isolated from Terminalia chebula fruits against intestinal bacteria. Journal of 
Food Protection 2006; 69(9): 2205-9.

20. Wright MH, Sirdaarta J, White A, et al. Bacillus anthracis growth inhibitory  
properties of Australian Terminalia spp.: Putative identification of low polarity 
volatile components by GC-MS headspace analysis. Pharmacognosy Journal. 
2016; 8(3): 281-90. DOI: 10.5530/pj.2016.3.18

21. Wright MH, Arnold MSJ, Lee CJ, et al. Qualitative phytochemical analysis and 
antibacterial activity evaluation of Indian Terminalia spp. against the pharyngitis 
causing pathogen Streptococcus pyogenes. Pharmacognosy Communications 
2016; 6(2): 85-92. DOI: 10.5530/pc.2016.2.6

22. Lee CJ, Wright MH, Arnold MSJ, et al. Inhibition of Streptococcus pyogenes 
growth by native Australian plants: New approaches towards the management  
of impetigo, pharyngitis and rheumatic heart disease. Pharmacognosy  
Communications 2016; 6(3): 164-73. DOI: 10.5530/pc.2016.3.6

23. Wright MH, Sirdaarta J, Matthews B, et al. Growth inhibitory activity of Kakadu  
Plum extracts against the opportunistic pathogen Clostridium perfringens:  
New leads in the prevention and treatment of Clostridial myonecrosis. Pharma-
cognosy Journal 2016; 8(2): 144-53. DOI: 10.5530/pj.2016.2.8

24. Wright MH, Greene AC, Cock IE. Inhibition of Bacillus anthracis growth by  
Australian native plants used traditionally as antibacterial medicines. Pharma-

cognosy Journal 2015; 7(6): 389-96. DOI: 10.5530/pj.2015.6.13
25. Wright MH, Lee CJ, Pollock CE, et al. Growth inhibitory activity of selected high 

antioxidant Australian Syzygium species against the food poisoning and tissue 
necrotic pathogen Clostridium perfringens. Pharmacognosy Communications 
2016; 6(2): 93-9. DOI: 10.5530/pc.2016.2.7

26. Wright MH, Sirdaarta J, White A, et al. GC-MS headspace analysis of Terminalia  
ferdinandiana fruit and leaf extracts which inhibit Bacillus anthracis growth. 
Pharmacognosy Journal 2017; 9(1): 73-82. DOI: 10.5530/pj.2017.1.14

27. McManus K, Wood A, Wright MH, et al. Terminalia ferdinandiana Exell. extracts  
inhibit the growth of body odour forming bacteria. International Journal of  
Cosmetic Science 2017. DOI: 10.1111/ics.12403

28. Cock IE, Ruebhart DR. Comparison of the brine shrimp nauplii bioassay and the 
ToxScreen-II test for the detection of toxicity associated with Aloe vera (Aloe 
barbadensis Miller) leaf extract. Pharmacognosy Research 2009; 1(2): 98-101.

29. Buzzini P, Arapitsas P, Goretti M, et al. Antimicrobial activity of hydrolysable  
tannins. Mini-Reviews in Medicinal Chemistry 2008; 8: 1179-87.

30. Wolinsky LE, Sote EO. Isolation of natural plaque-inhibiting substances from 
‘Nigerian chewing sticks’. Caries Research 1984; 18: 216–25.

31. Hogg SD, Embery G. Blood-group-reactive glycoprotein from human saliva  
interacts with lipoteichoic acid on the surface of Streptococcus sanguis cells. 
Archives in Oral Biology 1982; 27: 261–8.

32. Wu-Yuan CD, Chen CY, Wu RT. Gallotannins inhibit growth, water-soluble glucan 
synthesis, and aggregation of Streptococci mutans. Journal of Dental Research 
1988; 67: 51–5.

33. Cock IE. The phytochemistry and chemotherapeutic potential of Tasmania  
lanceolata (Tasmanian pepper): A review. Pharmacognosy Communications 
2013: 3(4): 1-13. DOI: 10.5530/pc.2013.4.3

34. Narayana KR, Reddy MS, Chaluvadi MR, et al. Bioflavonoids classification,  
pharmacological, biochemical effects and therapeutic potential. Indian Journal 
of Pharmacology 2001; 33(1): 2-16.

• Aqueous, methanolic and ethyl acetate T. chebula extracts were po-
tent inhibitors of Y. enterocolitica growth. 

• The T. chebula methanolic and ethyl acetate extracts were particularly 
potent with MIC values of 85 and 64 µg/mL respectively.

• The T. arjuna branch extract was moderately active (3000 µg/mL).

• All other extracts were either low efficacy, or completely devoid of 
growth inhibitory activity. 

• All Indian Terminalia spp. extracts were nontoxic in the Artemia nauplii 
assay.
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